Dear FCC,The Sirius and XM merger should be approved. It does not make sense
to have to choose between these two services. As to competition, the
reality is that they do compete with each other, but this is dilutive
competition. They really compete with alternative sources like free
broadcast radio. They also compete for wallet-share with other
subscription services like cable and even Netflix. The only result
of having alternatives for satellite radio is that car manufacturers
have to either pick one or the other (meaning | may have to pay extra
to get the one | want, if it isn't the choice of the manufacturer) or
they have to support both (increasing the cost of cars). Further,
the maintenance of two satellite networks requires EXTRA spending, a
reduction of which could either result in better programming or
reduced fees. And finally, a combined entity would be stronger with
the combined subscriber base, and therefore a more reliable provider,
which is also in the consumer's interest. | would rather see one
great satellite radio company nationwide, and then let it compete
with all the entertainment alternatives for best programming and value.

Phil
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